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Do you have students 

�who could use a 
� 

J helping hand? 

The Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) Student Scholarship Program is 
designed to assist young people living in public 
or community housing, or those at risk of 
homelessness, get the support they need to stay 
in education and achieve their full potential. 

The DHHS Student Scholarship Program is administered 
by Kids Under Cover on behalf of the Department and 
provides funds for items such as text books, computers or 
laptops, IT equipment, public transport, uniform and more. 

The scholarship, and an exciting award ceremony for 

successful applicants, recognises the effort students put 

into attending and engaging with their place of learning. 

Schools and TAFEs will also be asked to be accountable for 
student expenditure and report on outcomes through a 
streamlined online process. 

Your institution’s Principal or equivalent has been sent an email 
with a unique registration link to forward to all staff. If 
they have not received this and need it to be re-sent, please 
contact the Kids Under Cover Scholarship Program 
Coordinator

Applications open Monday 1 3 May and close Friday 21 

June 2019. 

Eligibility criteria 

To be eligible for a scholarship the student should 

meet all of the following criteria: 

• under 21 years of age at 1 February 2020;

• an Australian citizen or permanent resident;

• experiencing financial hardship;

• living in social housing (i.e. public or

community-managed housing) or at risk of

homelessness;

• studying in Year 11 or Year 12 at a Victorian

Government school, or the equivalent at a

Victorian TAFE for the 2020 academic year;

• have the potential to achieve a good attendance

record and a successful educational outcome in

the 2020 academic year;

• supported within the school/ TAFE by an

appropriate staff member such as a well-being

coordinator or counsellor .
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for their future. 



Scholarship payments
Scholarships are to the value of $1,100 (GST exclusive) 
for the year. If the young person is awarded a 
scholarship, payments will be made directly to schools 
and TAFEs during December 2019 so that the scholarship 
funds are available from the outset of the 2020 academic 
year. 

School / TAFE reporting responsibilites
Responsible staff members applying on the young 
person's behalf are required to fulfill the following 
reporting obligations for each successful scholarship 
recipient:







Expenditure
Expenditure for the scholarship will be made 
available for submission through the client portal 
at kuc.org.au at the time of scholarship payment 
(December 2019). Due by 23 October 2020, staff 
members are required to indicate any amount 
spent on education related expenditure. Staff 
members are also required to provide proof of 
expenditure via receipts and financial statements.  

Completion survey 
A completion survey will be available through the 
client portal at kuc.org.au. The form must to be 
completed by the relevant staff member with input 
from the scholarship recipient. We require the 
survey to be completed by 23 October 2020.

Change of circumstances (if applicable)
Responsible staff members are required to notify 
Kids Under Cover of any change of circumstances 
which might affect an awarded scholarship, for 
example, if the student disengages from education or 
changes school.

Return of unspent funds
Institutions are expected to return any unspent 
scholarship funds over the amount of $50. These 
funds must be returned to Kids Under Cover by 23 
October 2020.





Teachers have said:

 “Dina and her mother found 
themselves in a tight financial 
situation and the grant helped to 
alleviate this pressure and 
allowed Dina to be able to enrol 
in her chosen VET course”.

 

 

Past recipients have said:

 “It has covered the financial costs of attending school. 
It has also provided me with uniforms, work placement 
expenses. My work placement has now offered me a 
full-time traineeship which I have accepted”.

“Having the scholarship for 2016 
helped me by not having to worry 
about how I would pay for my 
school costs on top of paying rent 
and other living costs. This has 
helped me to successfully study 
year 11 and has set me up for year 12. 
I have worked hard and am succeeding 
at a high academic level. My attendance 
has been above 90% all year”. 

 

“I've been able to do year 11 because 
of this scholarship”.

For more information:
Contact the Kids Under Cover 
Scholarship Program Coordinator

E: scholarship@kuc.org.au

T: (03) 9429 7444

W: www.kuc.org.au

“I live so far from school so having 
a MYKI card topped up was good. 
By getting a bike it has helped with 
my mental health as well as getting 
my meds so I can function. The school 
uses computers a lot so I was able to 
get one for home so I could get my 
work done”. 

“The scholarship has supported the student 
to complete a TAFE certificate that he may 
well not have been able to do without the 
funds provided”.

 

 
 

“Tori has had a very unsettled two years. 
She has been in and out of home and has 
cared for a very unwell mum. Tori has just 
completed year 12, the scholarship meant 
we were able to focus on her wellbeing 
and guide her instead of focusing on her 
financial issues”. 

Kids Under Cover administer the student scholarship 
program which is supported by the Victorian Government.

 “Suzie has been a valued member 
of our school community. She has 
shown positivity towards her 
school work and was very 
thankful for the assistance 
from you”.




