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MEDIA RELEASE 

XX October 2018 

 

DRIVE UP, DROP OFF AND DONATE YOUR UNWANTED VEHICLE 
Vehicle donations to prevent youth homelessness in project with Kids Under 

Cover and Springvale Homemaker Centre 

 

For immediate release – Melbourne, VICTORIA: Youth homelessness prevention 

organisation Kids Under Cover is calling for donations of unwanted cars, bikes and vans to 

turn into cash which will then be used to prevent youth homelessness.  

 

Kids Under Cover are taking their nationally recognised Donate Your Car® program to 

Springvale Homemaker Centre during their VIP Sale Weekend on 19 – 21 October.   

 

Over three days, those who have a vehicle they don’t know how to get rid of will be able 

to bring it to Springvale Homemaker Centre.  

 

“It’s a common problem,” explained Kids Under Cover CEO Jo Swift. “Many households find 

themselves with a vehicle they cannot sell, or they would prefer went to a good cause. We 

collect these vehicles and auction them off, with all proceeds directed to our youth 

homelessness prevention programs. It’s a really easy way of removing a hassle and turning 

it into a good deed.” 

 

This drive-up-drop-off-and-donate concept is the first of its kind in Australia, and is the 

brainchild of the Springvale Homemaker Centre, who have been supporting the work of 

Kids Under Cover since 2015.  

 

Kerry Payne, Marketing Manager of Springvale Homemaker Centre said, “We’re proud to 

be a supporter of such a worthy cause and felt we could help Kids Under Cover with their 

Donate Your Car® initiative. 

 

“If you have a vehicle you’ve been trying to get rid of, organise to bring it to the Centre at 

the Westall Road entrance, Springvale, between the 19th and 21st October. Fill in a form 

and hand over the keys. The first 50 donors will receive a $100 gift card to spend at the 

Centre as a thank you.” 

  

Jo Swift is keen to see the promotion succeed. “We’ve been collecting unwanted cars for 

over 10 years now, with more than 20,000 cars auctioned and proceeds directly fed into 

the work of Kids Under Cover,” said Jo. “But this is the first time we’ve partnered with a 

shopping centre to ask people to bring their unwanted vehicles to us! Thanks to the 

Springvale Homemaker Centre, we’re able to further simplify the donation process for one 

weekend.” 
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Jo explained that while the charity is happy to take receipt of old and unwanted vehicles, 

“we are also very keen to auction off vehicles of greater value! 

 

“Every vehicle donated to us means we can support more at-risk young people. Every 

auctioned car, boat or bike contributes to putting a roof over a young person’s head. It’s a 

powerful way to make a difference at no cost to the donor, and they get a tax-deduction 

too.” 

 

Since 1989, Kids Under Cover has supported over 3,000 young people and their families 

through its Studio Program, with further financial support offered through its Scholarship 

Program. An economic and social report by EY, commissioned by Kids Under Cover, 

revealed that for every $1 invested by Kids Under Cover over the last six years, $4.17 is 

returned in social value to the justice system, the health care system and to society as a 

whole. 

 

All donated vehicles collected from the Springvale Homemaker Centre will be sold through 

Kids Under Cover’s auction partner, Manheim. Donors will receive a tax-deductible receipt 

for the amount their vehicle sells for. 

 

Bernie, the Donate Your Car® mascot, will be at the Springvale Homemaker Centre to 

promote the event from Friday 5 October. 

 

 

-ENDS- 

 
About Kids Under Cover 

Established in 1989, Kids Under Cover is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to preventing youth homelessness. 

Kids Under Cover is focused on early intervention to tackle youth homelessness through practical measures. The 

organisation helps keep families together by providing relocatable studios for young people in a carer’s or family’s 

backyard. These studios give at-risk young people a chance to stay close to their families or carers, and provide 

them the valuable space they need. The provision of secure accommodation is complemented with further 

education and training scholarships to financially assist young people who have the passion and the motivation to 

go on to higher education but do not have the resources. This unique combination of accommodation and 

educational support helps keep families together. 


