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4 October 2018 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  

 

BALD AND BEAUTIFUL 
Maddison to shave luscious locks on World Homeless Day  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Knox teenager calls for support from local community to make a difference. 
 
Highvale Secondary College student Maddison Morrell will shave her beautiful long hair on 
World Homeless Day, Wednesday 10 October, to support young people at risk of 
homelessness. 
 
Many teenagers take for granted being surrounded by loving family, with a roof overhead. 
Not Maddison, this 17-year-old knows only too well how fortunate she is. 
 
“I am lucky enough to have lived in the same home for my entire life with the support of my 
family and I am safe. But not all teenagers are as lucky as I am.” 
 
And so, Maddison set out to raise awareness of the issue of youth homelessness and 
raise money for Melbourne based charity, Kids Under Cover. 
 
“I am asking my community to get behind me and sponsor me to shave all of my hair off to 
raise money for Kids Under Cover. 
 
“It is important for people my age to realise not everyone is as lucky, and together we can 
make a difference,” Maddison said. 
 
“I’m aiming to raise $5,000 for Kids Under Cover, so far, thanks to my family and friends 
I’ve almost reached $2,000, so I really need everyone to jump on board.” 
 
Jo Swift, CEO of Kids Under Cover, expressed her gratitude to Maddison for her support. 
 
“Kids Under Cover is focused on preventing youth homelessness through practical 
measures and early intervention,” said Jo. “Support from the community is a great help in 
our fight to prevent young people becoming homeless. 
 
“It is especially heart-warming to see young people caring about young people, and to 
want to make a difference like this is remarkable. I applaud Maddison’s bravery in shaving 
her head and thank those who are supporting her efforts.” 
 
World Homeless Day provides an opportunity to draw attention to the issue of 
homelessness and the action needed to achieve enduring solutions. 
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“Shockingly, two in every five-people counted as homeless on Census night 2016 are 
under the age of 25. Prevention and early intervention is the key to tackling our 
homelessness crisis,” said Jo Swift. 
 
“For 30 years we’ve been actively preventing each new generation of young people from 
sleeping rough and becoming the next visible face of homelessness. It is time for our 
leaders to urgently address the factors which have contributed to 116,000 Australians 
being counted as homeless.” 
 
To date, Kids Under Cover has helped to support over 3,000 young people at risk of 

homelessness. 

 

 

#ENDS# 
 

- Maddison will shave her head on Wednesday 10 October at 1.00pm  

in front of her fellow students at Highvale Secondary College, The Theatre. 

 

 

Maddison is available for interview along with Jo Swift 

CEO, Kids Under Cover 

 

The Bald and Beautiful fundraising page can be 
viewed here: https://give.everydayhero.com/au/bald-
and-beautiful-for-kids-under-cover  
 

 

 

 

 

 

About Kids Under Cover 

Leading the way in innovative intervention, Kids Under Cover supports vulnerable and disadvantaged 

young people between the ages of 12 and 25 years, who are either already homeless or at risk of 

homelessness. 
 

The only not-for-profit organisation in Australia delivering the unique combination of studio 

accommodation (placed in backyards) and education scholarships as a practical and proven strategy 

in preventing youth homelessness it is Kids Under Cover’s mission to provide young people at risk of 

homelessness the foundations to strengthen their connection to family, community, and education. 

https://give.everydayhero.com/au/bald-and-beautiful-for-kids-under-cover
https://give.everydayhero.com/au/bald-and-beautiful-for-kids-under-cover
http://www.kuc.org.au/

