PREVENTING YOUTH
HOMELESSNESS
The work of Kids Under Cover

YOUTH HOMELESSNESS

17%

CAUSES
COMMON FACTORS
Home life burdened by
• the disadvantages of poverty,
• neglect,
• abuse,
• unemployment,

•
•
•
•

substance abuse,
health complications,
disability
mental illness

WHAT KIDS UNDER COVER ADDRESSES
• breakdown of family
relationships,
• mental illness,
• domestic violence,
• unemployment and
• parental drug and
alcohol abuse.

severe
overcrowding

FORCED OUT
as no
physical or
emotional
space

OUR VISION

NO YOUNG PERSON
IS HOMELESS IN
OUR COMMUNITY

Kaylas Story

STUDIO PROGRAM
SECURE, STABLE
ACCOMMODATION
■ 408 studios on the ground in at 30
June 2015
■ 588 young people accommodated in
2014-2015
■ Average age of occupants is 16yrs
■ Studio can be moved 4-5 times
during its life time
■ Last approximately 20 years

Veronica and her sons in
front of their studio

SCHOLARSHIPS
KEEPING YOUNG PEOPLE
CONNECTED TO EDUCATION
■ Assist young people who have the
passion and the motivation to go
on to higher education but do not
have the resources.
■ Financial assistance senior
secondary and tertiary
■ 122 scholarships awarded last
year

OUTCOMES & IMPACTS
Huge happiness, everyone can breathe, everyone has
space, and everyone can go through their general
day to day activities instead of being so
destructive.

Immediate Improvements
96%

88%

84%
35%

Reduced
Overcrowding

Improved
Emotional
Wellbeing

29%

Reduced
Reduced RiskReduced
Household Conflict taking Behaviour incidence of young
person running
away

It’s been the biggest life changing thing for us in
this house, the four younger ones are inside and I
have time to spend with the younger ones instead
of the arguments - they're not seeing any of the
destructive behaviour and they won’t grow up and
do the same thing.
Christina, Single Mother of 6

Longer Term Improvements
80%

70%
37%

Improved Family Improved Education
Family Engagement
achievement

Improved
Community
Engagament

Absolutely enabled me to keep them safer than
I was before, when they were all in the house
together I couldn’t keep it up and I think he
took it out on the door in the studio once but
apart from that he started to calm down
once he had his own space.
Georgia, Aunt and Carer to 3 young people

SOCIETAL IMPACT
• 330% return on investment in our Studio program.
THIS MEANS THAT FOR EVERY DOLLAR INVESTED IN A KIDS
UNDER COVER STUDIO, ON AVERAGE $3.30 IS SAVED BY
SOCIETY IN THE FORM OF REDUCED HEALTH AND JUSTICE
COSTS, AND FLOW ON ECONOMIC BENEFITS.

• In 2012 the Scholarship Program had a weighted
average RoI of 251%.
THIS MEANS THAT FOR EVERY DOLLAR INVESTED IN A KIDS
UNDER COVER SCHOLARSHIP, ON AVERAGE THE FUTURE
EARNING OF THE PARTICIPANT INCREASES BY $2.51. THE
HIGHER THE LEVEL OF QUALIFICATION OBTAINED, THE
HIGHER THE ROI.

“My aunty, my nan, my brother
and I were living on top of
each other in the two-bedroom
house with one bathroom.
Three of us shared one
bedroom and relationships
were really tense.”
“The future was a bit bleak. I
didn’t know what I was going
to do. We couldn’t afford a lot
of stuff and I didn’t know if I
was going to be able to pursue
studies. It was really hard.”
“I’m working as a Division 2
nurse in an aged-care facility
just across the road from my
house. I’m loving it. It’s so
rewarding. Putting smiles on
people’s faces makes me
happy – knowing I’m making a
difference in someone else’s
life.”

