
JOIN US

Leading the way in innovative intervention, Kids Under Cover supports vulnerable and disadvantaged young people 
between the ages of 12 and 25 years, who are either already homeless or at risk of homelessness.

We are the only not-for-profit organisation in Australia delivering the unique combination of studio accommodation 
(placed in backyards) and education scholarships as a practical and proven strategy in preventing youth homelessness.  
Since 1989 it’s been Kids Under Cover’s mission to provide young people at risk of homelessness the foundations to  
strengthen their connection to family, community, and education.

Visit kuc.org.au for more information.

KIDS UNDER COVER

Where no young person in 
our community is homeless. 

• Empathy

• Collaboration

• Resilience

• Engagement

• Integrity

OUR VALUESOUR MISSION
Providing young people at 
risk of homelessness the 
foundations to strengthen their 
connection to family, community 
and education and make a 
lasting difference in their lives.

OUR VISION
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donateyourcar.org.au

OUR IMPACT



I was just four years old when we were first sent to live with our aunt and uncle.

I don’t remember much about that time, but what I do remember is having to look after my younger brother James when we were 
living with Mum. I had to protect him.

Our mum and dad could not look after us, they had no money for basic stuff like food and nappies. We watched them struggle with 
drug abuse, which lead to them neglecting us kids. My sister and two brothers and I have been living with Aunty Pam* for 15 years 
now. Things were crazy when we first moved in. There was not enough room for us kids, our cousin and our aunt and uncle.  
We were living on top of each other – seven of us crammed into a three-bedroom house. There was never enough room.

The studio changed everything. My older sister Erin* moved into the studio. Erin was 16 and needed her own space, privacy and  
a quiet place to study and the extra bathroom made a huge difference. Everyone was much happier and things at home started to 
settle down, things became more normal. I received my first Kids Under Cover scholarship when I was in year 10. Erin, and my  
two brothers also received scholarships, so did our cousin. After our uncle died things were tough financially. Without the help  
of the scholarships Aunty Pam would not have been able to afford to pay for a lot of things. 

YOUTH 
HOMELESSNESS
Young people usually don’t fit the stereotype of 
homelessness.  They are rarely seen sleeping on city  
streets, camped out in tents in a public park, or in refuges 
and shelters. Many young people couch-surf with friends  
or extended family, or cram into overcrowded 
accommodation. They may not be sleeping rough, but  
they’re no less homeless. 

Many believe they are better off living away from home 
permanently. Sometimes the pressures of an overcrowded 
home coupled with the burden of mental health issues, 
trauma or grief, mean young people feel like they don’t have 
a choice but to leave. 

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare data shows 38,402 
Victorians under the age of 25 sought assistance from 
homelessness services last financial year, over 600 more 
than the previous year. Nearly 40% of Victorians who sought 
homelessness help were under the age of 25.

HOW  
WE HELP
Early intervention has been successfully shown to interrupt 
the spiral of homelessness, and is a far more effective 
strategy both economically and socially in ending the 
homelessness crisis.

Our early intervention model is delivered in two parts:

• The Studio Program is at the heart of Kids Under 
Cover’s work. We build relocatable one- or two-
bedroom studios (with bathroom) in the backyard 
of a family or carer’s home, providing secure and 
stable accommodation for young people at risk of 
homelessness. 

• Complementing the Studio Program, we provide 
scholarships to assist with the financial costs 
associated with education or training, to keep young 
people engaged with education and connected to  
the community.

* Names have been changed to protect identities of young people.

AMY’S* STORY

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE NOW!

 

.MAKE A DONATION
Every donation, large and small, 
does make a difference to young 
people in need. 

LEAVE A GIFT IN YOUR WILL  
Choosing to leave a bequest is a 
lasting and generouse legacy which 
will benefit young people beyond 
your lifetime. 

 VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Volunteers are the backbone 
of many things that we do 
throughout the year. 

 

  

FUNDRAISE FOR US
There are many opportunities to 
fundraise for us throughout the year, 
from taking part in a fun run event 
to holding your own event. 

 
 
 

WORKPLACE GIVING
A regular, pre-tax donation 
straight from your pay is easy 
to setup and you receive tax 
benefits.    

REGULAR GIVING
Much like workplace giving, regular 
giving is a commitment to donate 
on a regular basis.   

CORPORATE BUILD PROGRAM
For partners who contribute to the 
funding of a studio, Kids Under Cover 
can provide a unique team building 
experience for staff and other volunteers. 

Phone (03) 9429 7444
Freecall 1800 801 633

PO Box 5141 
Burnley VIC 3121

kuc@kuc.org.au
kuc.org.au

/KidsUnderCover @kidsundercover
Follow us to keep up to date 
with news and events

DONATE YOUR CAR®
Our Donate Your Car® program 
is free, tax deductible, and 
a fast alternative to selling or 
trading your vehicle.  

VISIT US:    kuc.org.au    donateyourcar.org.au     cubbyhousechallenge.org.au    boardforacause.org.au


