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ABOUT
KIDS UNDER COVER
Kids Under Cover commenced operation
in 1989 as a practical response to the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission Report highlighting the
issues surrounding youth homelessness
(the “Burdekin Report”). To date we have
assisted over 3,000 young people who
were at risk of homelessness.

Founding Patron:
Ken Morgan OAM
Patrons:
Herb Elliott AC MBE

HOW WE MAKE A
DIFFERENCE?
Kids Under Cover builds one- and twobedroom studios in the backyard of a
family or carer’s home to provide stable
and secure accommodation for young
people at risk of becoming homeless.
When the studio is no longer needed, we
can relocate it to another family in need.
As a studio occupant, the young person
is also eligible to apply for an education
scholarship to offset the basic costs of
education or training.
In the last financial year alone we provided
accommodation for over 650 young people
at risk of homelessness, and awarded 128
scholarships to young people living in a
studio and their siblings.
We partner with almost 70 community
service organisations who work directly
with young people and apply to Kids
Under Cover when, in their professional
judgement, our studios will be an
appropriate intervention to mitigate the
risk of youth homelessness for that young
person and family.

Queries: Email bequests@kuc.org.au or call 03 9429 7444

Tommy Emmanuel AM
Athol Guy AO
Ian ‘Molly’ Meldrum AM
The Hon Mr Justice Martin
Moynihan AO QC
Daryl Somers OAM
Organisational Patrons:
Incolink
Master Builders
Association of Victoria

OUR VISION
Where no young person in our
community is homeless.

OUR MISSION
Providing young people at risk of
homelessness the foundations to
strengthen their connection to family,
community and education, and make a
lasting difference in their lives.

OUR VALUES
•
•
•
•
•

Empathy
Collaboration
Resilience
Engagement
Integrity
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WHAT IS
A BEQUEST?

THE IMPACT
OF A BEQUEST

A bequest is a gift of money, stock, bonds
or assets that occurs upon the owner’s
death, and is transferred through the terms
of their Will.

Jo Swift, CEO of Kids Under Cover, explains
the impact that leaving a gift in your Will
can have.

Bequests are critical to Kids Under
Cover and the young people and families
we support. By leaving a gift in your
Will to Kids Under Cover you will be
building the foundations to prevent youth
homelessness.
There are several types of bequests:
•
•
•
•

specified amounts of money;
items of property stocks and shares;
a percentage of an estate;
or the remainder of an estate
once family, friends and taxes are
provided for.

“KNOWING
WE CAN SEE
IMMEDIATE
AND POSITIVE
CHANGE FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE
AND THEIR
FAMILIES IS
PARTICULARLY
EXCITING.”

“As a not-for-profit organisation, the
nature of our work in youth homelessness
means that we often witness some of the
most heartbreaking circumstances that
young people can endure. However, we are
constantly buoyed by the generosity of
those who spare what they can to support
our work through regular or occasional
donations.
Sometimes this generosity comes as a
donation left in a Will (also known as a
bequest). Such gifts can come from past
donors, those without the means to
donate during their life time, long-time
supporters, volunteers or those who simply
have a quiet resolve to end homelessness.
Regardless of the circumstance, it is always
a privilege for us to be entrusted with such
a gift to continue the fight against youth
homelessness; a commitment we take very
seriously.
I thank you for considering making a bequest
to Kids Under Cover. Leaving a gift in your
Will is a generous and lasting investment
that will make a real difference to young
people at-risk of homelessness.
Knowing we can see immediate and positive
change for young people and their families is
particularly exciting to me - and hopefully
to you. Your legacy will benefit young
people for generations to come. For that I
am eternally grateful.”
Jo Swift
CEO, Kids Under Cover

JO SWIFT

Queries: Email bequests@kuc.org.au or call 03 9429 7444
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YOUR GIFT WOULD HELP
SOMEONE LIKE BRITTNIE
A TOUGH START
"My brother Jesse has cerebral palsy.
He has physical and mental disabilities,
and needs to be watched 24 hours a
day. Mum was an alcoholic and couldn’t
cope. She couldn’t prepare his meals
or get him ready for the bus in the
morning, so I attended to a lot of his
personal care needs. Jesse and I had
to move in with my grandma and aunt.
We were living on top of each other –
three of us shared one bedroom and
relationships were tense. There wasn’t
enough space and it was hard for me
to study during high school. My future
looked bleak. I didn’t know what I was
going to do."

A HELPING HAND
"As soon as we got the studio,
everything changed. The anxiety
caused by extreme overcrowding just
disappeared, everyone was happier and
relationships got so much better.
Shortly after, I received a Kids Under
Cover scholarship. Without it, I
wouldn’t have my diploma, nor could I
have finished school.”

“We were living off credit cards
and didn’t have extra money to buy
textbooks and uniforms. But suddenly
the materials were there, the fees
were paid and we didn’t have to
worry. It laid the foundation for my
future."

A BRIGHT FUTURE
"I completed a Diploma of Nursing
and I’m now working at an aged care
facility. I love it. Putting a smile on
their faces makes me happy that I’m
making a difference.
I think I’m in this job because of my
brother; caring for people is my life.
I just want to be the best nurse I can
be. I can’t even begin to imagine what
would have happened if Kids Under
Cover hadn’t come and helped our
family.
Thank you from the bottom of my
heart."

- Brittnie
(Above pictured: Brittnie in front of her Kids Under
Cover studio, built in 2009.)

A gift in your Will could be the helping hand that
changes
a young person’s life.
Queries: Email bequests@kuc.org.au or call 03 9429 7444
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YOUR WILL IS CRUCIAL
Your Will is one of the most important
documents you’ll ever prepare, allowing
you to control your affairs and leaving no
uncertainty for loved ones during their
time of grief.
Your Will ensures:
•

Your wishes are accurately carried
out after your passing;

•

Your assets are distributed to the
people and causes you care about;

•

Your loved ones won’t have to
make difficult decisions about the
distribution of your Estate.

If you don’t have a Will, decisions
will be made according to State law.
Consequently some of the people and
causes you care about may not be
included.

IMPORTANT
The information in this brochure should
NOT be construed as legal advice. We
strongly suggest that you seek your own
legal advice when preparing a Will.

HOW DO I
PREPARE A WILL?
Whenever the time is right for you, we
strongly suggest that you seek your own
legal advice from a practicing solicitor,
trust company or professional advisor.
If after considering family and loved ones,
you choose to leave a gift to Kids Under
Cover, no matter how big or small, it will
be greatly received.
Your gift would help us to plan for the
future, ensuring we have the funds to
continue our life-changing work.

I ALREADY HAVE
A WILL, HOW DO I
INCLUDE KIDS UNDER
COVER?
Speak to your legal advisor about
including a codicil, which is a simple
amendment to your Will.

I HAVE INCLUDED KIDS
UNDER COVER IN MY
WILL, DO I NEED TO
TELL YOU?
If you have already made a bequest to
Kids Under Cover, we would appreciate
you letting us know by emailing
bequests@kuc.org.au. It gives us the
opportunity to thank you personally.

Queries: Email bequests@kuc.org.au or call 03 9429 7444

5

SAMPLE WORDING
FOR YOUR WILL
There are several types of gifts that you can bequest in your Will. The following sample
bequest wordings are provided for the consideration of you and your legal advisor. In all
cases, we strongly suggest that you seek your own legal advice when preparing a Will.

SPECIFIC
BEQUEST

PROPORTIONAL
BEQUEST

RESIDUAL
ESTATE BEQUEST

This includes an exact
amount of your Estate,
or gifts such as property,
shares or artwork.

This is a percentage of
the value of your Estate.

After your family and
other beneficiaries have
been provided for, the
remainder of your Estate
will be left to us.

“I give Kids Under Cover of
383 Swan Street, Richmond,
Victoria 3121, ABN 76 604
592 013, [specify sum or
details of gift] for its
general purposes.
I direct that the receipt
of the treasurer or other
proper officer of Kids
Under Cover is a sufficient
discharge to my Trustees.”

“I give to Kids Under Cover
of 383 Swan Street,
Richmond, Victoria 3121, ABN
76 604 592 013 [specify
percentage amount] percent
of the whole of my Estate
for its general purposes.
I direct that the receipt
of the treasurer or other
proper officer of Kids
Under Cover is a sufficient
discharge to my Trustees.”

“I give to Kids Under Cover
of 383 Swan Street,
Richmond, Victoria 3121, ABN
76 604 592 013 the rest and
residue of my Estate for its
general purposes.
I direct that the receipt
of the treasurer or other
proper officer of Kids
Under Cover is a sufficient
discharge to my Trustees.”

HOW YOU GIFT COULD BE USED
While the wordings above suggest providing a gift for Kids Under Cover’s general purposes, you may wish
to specify how your gift is to be used.
For example:
•

“to provide accommodation”;

•

“used in the Scholarship Program”, or

•

“to contribute to the Kids Under Cover Endowment Fund”.*

We will honour your wishes, whatever your preference.
* The Endowment
is subject to an investmentor
policy
ensures7444
the appropriate use of its earnings. Contributers are
Queries:
Email Fund
bequests@kuc.org.au
callwhich
03 9429
recognised in our Annual Report.
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WHAT CONFIRMED
BEQUESTORS SAY…
Athol Guy AO is the bequest patron for Kids
Under Cover. Athol is best known to many
as a founding member of The Seekers,
Australia’s original ‘super group’.
Appointed an Officer of the Order of
Australia (AO) in 2014, Athol was also an
Australian of the Year (with The Seekers),
and received both the Queen’s Silver
Jubilee Medal and Australia’s Centenary
Medal for his services to entertainment,
public service and business.
During the 1970’s he was elected to
three successive terms in the Victorian
Parliament, and enjoyed a long and
successful business career in the financial
sector.
“My career mix over the decades has given
me a very sharp focus on organisations
setting out to care for those less fortunate
in life’s early years.
Understanding the power and influence of
music in a young person’s life highlights the
necessity of having their own peaceful space
in which to grow their life and beliefs. In a
stable and secure space they can more readily
accept their obligations and responsibilities
to family and the broader community. Kids
Under Cover understands this need so
clearly, in addition to the ongoing benefits of
education and training support.
Finding your own identity in an increasingly
complex world can be at times terrifying.
Kids Under Cover sets out to affirm and
support many a troubled individual’s goals and
requirements with dignity and respect.
I love what Kids Under Cover does, and
treasure my association with them. It is for
this reason that I have decided to leave a
bequest to Kids Under Cover in my Will, and I
encourage you to consider doing the same.”
Queries: Email bequests@kuc.org.au or call 03 9429 7444
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WHAT CONFIRMED
BEQUESTORS SAY…
Prue is a mother of three and has worked
in the child, youth and family services
sector for over 20 years.
She has been a frequent donor to Kids
Under Cover since 1998.
“I first heard about Kids Under Cover
through a close friend, and liked that they
use practical approaches to tackle youth
homelessness. They provide shelter, and then
assist with education support; simple, yet
really effective solutions. While I believe
Australia is the ‘lucky country’, there are still
those who through no fault of their own end
up disadvantaged, socially and economically.
With a hand up, not a hand out,
Kids Under Cover makes a real difference to
vulnerable and disadvantaged young people so
they can achieve their dreams.
My own children are fortunate to have had
a supportive and safe environment in which
to grow, things that should be available to all
young people.
That’s why, after providing for my family,
I’ve decided to leave a gift in my Will to Kids
Under Cover. It was easy to do, it feels right
and by making a financial contribution to the
work of Kids Under Cover, I feel I am making
a real difference.”
- Prue

Queries: Email bequests@kuc.org.au or call 03 9429 7444
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QUERIES
To arrange a confidential discussion,
seek further information, advise us of
your intent or to enable us to recognise
your generous support, please
email bequests@kuc.org.au or
call 03 9429 7444.
Your details and wishes will be fully
respected and remain confidential.
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